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CATEGORY  0 - Below  

Standard  
2 - Approaching  

Standards  
4 - Meets  
Standards  

5 - Above 
 Standards  

Introductory 
Paragraph: 
Hook/Thesis 
Statement 
 

Introductory 
paragraph is not 
relevant to the 
topic. Thesis 
statement does not 
name the topic OR 
the main points 

Introductory 
paragraph, but topic 
and thesis is not 
clear and not all 
main points 
identified. 

Introductory 
paragraph has a hook 
and thesis statement 
that identifies main 
points to be 
discussed.  

Introductory paragraph 
has a strong hook and 
clear thesis statement 
that identifies the main 
points to be discussed 
with strong word 
choices. 

Evidence and 
Examples  

Did not provide 
evidence.  
Examples are 
NOT relevant 
AND/OR are not 
explained.  

Contains at least 
one cited piece of 
evidence. 
At least one of the 
examples is relevant 
and explanations are 
given that prove the 
Point of the 
paragraph.  

Contains at least 
two cited pieces of 
evidence. Most of 
the examples are 
specific and relevant 
and explanations are 
given that prove the 
Points of the body 
paragraphs.  

Contains at least two 
cited pieces of 
evidence. All of the 
examples are specific 
and relevant and 
explanations are given 
that prove the Points of 
the paragraphs. 

Closing 
paragraph  

There is NO 
conclusion - the 
paper just ends.  

Using the same 
wording, the 
author's thesis is 
somewhat restated 
within the closing 
paragraph.  

Basic conclusion. 
The author's thesis is 
restated  using 
different words. 

Strong conclusion. 
The author’s thesis is 
restated using strong 
word choice. 

Editing: 
grammar  

Author makes 
numerous 
mistakes in 
grammar / spelling 
that distract from 
the content.  

Author makes some 
mistakes in 
grammar / spelling 
that distract from the 
content.  

Author makes a few 
mistakes in grammar 
or spelling. 

Author makes minimal 
mistakes in grammar 
or spelling.  

 

Helpful Hint: 

 

Writing Strength: 

 

Writing Weakness: 


